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Year 5 Unit 1: Anglo-Saxons and Scots

Anglo-Saxon beliefs
•	 Some monks were made saints for spreading the word  

of Christianity. 
•	 Monasteries offered education to the monks that lived there. 
•	 Anglo-Saxons were pagans and believed in many  

different gods. 
•	 King Ethelbert became the first Anglo-Saxon king to convert  

to Christianity. 
•	 Christian buildings were built in stone. 
•	 Christianity increased formal education and literacy. 

Knowledge organiser 

Discovery
•	 Sutton Hoo was discovered in 1939. 
•	 The main literary sources of information 

about the Anglo-Saxon period are from 
Bede and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle.

Iron helmet

Anglo-Saxon England 

The Anglo-Saxon ended  
in 1066.

Romans leave Britain 
in 410CE. Anglo-Saxon 
period begins. 

It became easier for 
people to invade England.

Historians believe some 
Britons asked Anglo-
Saxons to come and help 
fight the Picts and Scots.

Anglo-Saxon customs, 
language, and laws 
became used throughout 
England.

Anglo-Saxon England was divided 
into seven kingdoms.
Each kingdom was ruled by a 
different king. Earls ruled areas on 
behalf of the king.

Northumberland

Mercia

East 
Anglia
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Kent
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Alfred the Great... Daily life

were involved in agriculture 

took on specific roles 
and jobs to support 
the village 

abandoned Roman  
building and left them to ruin

many Anglo-Saxons lived 
in small villages.•	 became king in 870CE

•	 defeated the Danes and ruled half of 
England in Wessex

•	 created laws to promote order and justice
•	 had an army and navy to protect the 

country from invasion.

Anglo-Saxon 
people
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Word Definition

agriculture Agriculture is farming, or growing food on the 
land.

archaeologist Someone who studies archaeology.

archaeology The study of ancient people from the remains of 
their physical objects and buildings.

buildings Structures that someone has built, such as  
a house.

Christianity The religion of Christians.

community A group of people living in one area.

convert Persuade someone to change their religion  
or beliefs.

crops Types of plant which farmers grow as food.

discovery A discovery is something that you find or find out.

earl A powerful British nobleman.

hue and cry A public outcry of alarm or protest.

invader An invader is someone who invades a place.

justice Justice is fair treatment for everyone.

kingdom A country that is ruled by a king or queen.

Word Definition
literacy Literacy is the ability to read and write.

livestock Farm animals.

migration The movement of people from one place  
to another. 

pagan Someone who believes in a religion which is not 
one of the main world religions.

Pict A member of an ancient people of north Britain.

punishment Something a person suffers because they have 
done something wrong. 

reign When a king or queen reigns, they rule over  
a country. 

ruin A ruin is a building that has fallen down. 

school A place where children go to be taught.

significant When something has a meaning or importance. 

skilled To have a skill.

source The place where something comes from.

tithing A group of ten men, who were all responsible for 
each other’s behaviour. 

wergild  Anglo-Saxon system of laws and compensation.

Year 5 Unit 1: Anglo-Saxons and Scots Useful vocabulary 
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Year 5 Unit 2: Vikings Knowledge organiser 

Trade
•	 The Vikings travelled buying and selling many goods.
•	 Excavations and analysis of Viking hoards show us how far the Vikings 

travelled and traded.

790CE
Viking age began

874CE
Vikings had conquered all  

English kingdoms except Wessex

1042
Edward the Confessor  

became king

1066
Viking period ended

Viking raids •	 In England, 
Vikings raided 
religious 
buildings. These 
were easy to find 
and contained 
gold and silver.

•	 Vikings believed 
dying in battle 
would help them 
reach Valhalla 
(heaven).

Who were the Vikings?
•	 Vikings left their homes in Scandinavia and sailed in 

longships to other parts of Europe. 
•	 Longships could sail in shallow water, so they could 

travel up rivers and across seas.
•	 Vikings lived simply and comfortably with their families in longhouses.

Danelaw

Edward the Elder and his sister Aethelflaed 
conquered the Danelaw.

The Vikings settled in the Danelaw, where 
York was the most important city.

After King Alfred’s victory at the Battle of 
Edington, Guthrum withdrew from Wessex 
and agreed to divide England.

Many Anglo-Saxons lived peacefully in the 
Danelaw as long as they followed Danish law.

Sword

Axe

Leather 
or iron 
helmet

Wooden 
shield

Viking rule

In the late 10th century, Viking raids began again. 
King Ethelred fought them using the Danegeld.

Edward’s son, Athelstan, was 
the first king of all England.

Danish king Sweyn Forkbeard conquered England.  
His son, King Cnut, ruled England, Denmark, and 
Norway peacefully.

In 1042, Edward the Confessor became king after 
25 years of Danish rule.
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Word Definition

artefact
An object made by humans that is studied by 
archaeologists.

battle A sustained fight between armies.

chieftain
A leader of the people and a law-speaker who 
oversees decisions.

conquer To invade and control a country or place.

Danegeld
Money paid to viking raiders to make them leave 
without causing damage.

Danelaw
The name given to the parts of england ruled 
under the laws of the vikings (or danes).

defeated Losing in a game or battle.

excavation
Digging in the ground to look for old objects or 
buildings to discover things about the past.

Freya Norse goddess of love, war, and death.

goods Things that can be bought and sold.

Guthrum
Viking ruler who was defeated by King Alfred in 
the Battle of Edington.

heathen
A person who follows a religion other than one of 
the main world religions, e.g., A non-christian. It is 
usually used as an insult.

hierarchy
The structure of a society, with members ranked 
according to status or authority.

hoard A collection of valuables found altogether.

homelands
A person’s native country, e.g., Scandinavia for 
the Vikings.

longhouse
Long, narrow building with a single room to house 
multiple people.

longship
A long, narrow ship, powered by both oar and 
sail, with many rowers.

Word Definition
monastery A building where monks live and work.

Norse Belonging or relating to medieval Scandinavia.

people
Men, women, and children of a particular 
country or nation.

priory A religious house governed by a prior or prioress.

raid
A rapid surprise attack, usually involving  
stealing something.

reign The time when someone is king or queen.

revenge
Harming someone in return for harm they have 
done to you.

Scandinavia
A region in Northern Europe consisting of Norway, 
Denmark, and Sweden in the time of the Vikings.

territory
An area of land under the control of a ruler  
or state.

Thing
A community gathering where problems would 
be solved and decisions made.

Thor God of thunder and the sky in Norse mythology.

trade
The action of buying and selling goods  
and services.

treasure A store of precious metals or jewels.

truce
When enemies create an agreement to stop 
fighting for a time.

unification
Being made into a whole or the process of  
being united.

Valhalla
The hall in Norse mythology where Odin met the 
souls of dead warriors.

Viking
A Scandinavian trader and pirate in the  
8th–11th centuries.

Year 5 Unit 2: Vikings Useful vocabulary 
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Year 5 Unit 3: Baghdad and the Middle East Knowledge organiser 

The origins of Baghdad 
around 1400 years ago

The Golden Age of Islam 
8th to 10th century

The end of the  
Golden Age

•	 One reason this period is described as the ‘Golden  
Age of Islam’ is because developments in trade brought  
huge wealth to the city. 

•	 Products that were invented or made by people from 
Baghdad were highly valued by people across the world.

Abbasid rule
Power struggles and 
civil wars caused 
damage and poverty 
to Baghdad and the 
Islamic Empire.

Seljuks invasion
The Seljuks invaded 
and conquered 
Baghdad in 1055.

Crusades
In 1096, wars called the 
Crusades weakened 
the Islamic Empire.

Mongol invasion
In 1258, the Mongols 
invaded Baghdad and 
destroyed the city, 
including the House of 
Wisdom. The learning 
and discoveries from 
the Golden Age of 
Islam lived on.

A prophet called Muhammad 
gathered a group of followers. 
•	 The followers helped Muhammad 

spread the religion of Islam 
throughout Arabia.

•	 Baghdad became the centre of  
the Islamic world.

•	 In 762CE, Al-Mansur 
built the Round City 
by the River Tigris.  
It took four years  
to build.

How did Baghdad compare to 
London in 900CE?
•	 Around 20,000 Vikings and  

Anglo-Saxons lived in London.
•	 Baghdad became the largest 

city in the world.
•	 Despite many differences 

between London and 
Baghdad, there were 
similarities between 
people’s lives.

Centre of learning
•	 Another reason this period is known as the  

‘Golden Age’ is because of the huge 
developments in knowledge in Baghdad.

•	 Caliph al-Rashid created the House of Wisdom. 
•	 The Qur’an highlights the value of learning.
•	 Scholars translated books from ancient Greece, the 

Roman Empire, and ancient India.

Al-Khwarizmi made 
advancements 
in science and 
maths. 

Al-Battani was an 
astronomer who 
calculated the 
length of the year 
most accurately.

Al-Razi was 
the greatest 
physician of the 
Islamic world.
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Word Definition
advancement The development or improvement of something.

algebra A problem-solving system where letters and  
symbols represent numbers and quantities.

allies Nations who choose to support each other.

astrolabe Instrument used to measure positions of stars 
and planets.

astrolabe Food served and eaten at one sitting.

astrology
The study of the movements and positions of 
planets and stars, and how they may influence 
the world.

astronomy A science that studies outer space and the 
universe.

caliph The chief Muslim ruler, viewed as the successor  
of Muhammad.

civil war A war between citizens within the same country.

craftwork Useful things made by hand.

crusade Holy war between Christians and Muslims.

decline Period when something becomes less.

developed Advanced or powerful.

dynasty A line of rulers of a country.

education The process of training people’s minds to acquire 
knowledge and develop skills.

embroiderer Someone who sews pictures or designs into cloth.

House of Wisdom Library that collected and translated many texts.

Word Definition
industry Making or producing goods.

invasion Attacking and entering a country.

merchant A person selling and buying goods with  
foreign countries.

Muslim Someone who follows the religion of Islam.

mosque A building where Muslims worship. 

observatory A building equipped with telescopes for looking 
at the stars or weather. 

prophet A person seen as a teacher spreading the word.

Qur’an The holy book of the religion Islam.

Round City Original centre of the city of Baghdad.

scholar A specialist in a particular subject.

scribe A person who made copies of writings before 
printing was invented. 

Silk Road An ancient set of trade routes linking Asia 
and Europe.

telescope An instrument to make objects look bigger.

text The words of something printed or written. 

textile A type of cloth or woven fabric.

trade When people do trade, they buy and sell things.

translator Person who translates one language to another.

wealth A person’s or nation’s money or possessions.

Year 5 Unit 3: Baghdad and the Middle East Useful vocabulary 


