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Modern Foreign Languages Rationale  

 

 

Jesus made it clear, he came for all people, of all ends of the earth and there was no barrier to his love. 
There are doubtless many different languages in the world, and none is without meaning. 1 Corinthians 14:10 
 

Intent Implementation Impact 

 
Alignment to National 

Curriculum 

Our Modern Foreign Languages 
curriculum meets the National Curriculum 
Modern Foreign Languages framework, 
focussing on developing the essential 
skills of speaking, listening, reading and 
writing, all embedded within a cultural 
context. The children’s knowledge of how 
language works, phonology and elements 
of grammar will be developed and 
extended. 
 
 
 

 
Pedagogical 
Approaches 

At Holy Family Catholic Academy, we use 
Rachel Hawkes’ (CAM Academy Trust) 
Scheme of Work for the delivery of 
Spanish.   
 
The Rachel Hawkes Scheme of Work is 
designed to enable our children to: 
- Develop linguistic and 

communicative competence 
- Extend their knowledge of how 

language works 
- Explore similarities and differences 

between the new language and any 
heritage languages our children 
have, and English.. 

 

 
Approach to 
Assessment 

Summative assessment is completed at 
the end of each Modern Foreign 
Languages topic linked to the ‘I can’ 
statements from the Scheme of Work, 
which are directly linked to the KS2 
Programme of Study. 

 
End Points 

Through Modern Foreign Languages, 
pupils are able to: 
- Listen and show understanding by 

joining in and responding 
- Link the sound, spelling and 

meaning of words 
- Read aloud with accurate 

pronunciation 
- Read and show understanding of 

phrases and simple texts 
- Speak in sentences 
- Describe people, places, things in 

speech and writing 
- Ask and answer questions 
- Express opinions 
- Write phrases from memory 
- Adapt phrases to create new 

sentences 
- Use a dictionary 
 
 

 
Teachers’ Expert 

Knowledge 

Teachers understand the distinction 
between substantive content and 
disciplinary content.  
 
Substantive knowledge sets out the 
content that is to be learned, such as how 
to listen, speak, read and write in the 
language. It includes key content of each 
unit, such as key vocabulary to describe 
yourself physically. 
 
Disciplinary knowledge enables children 
to adapt and use language creatively and 
purposefully. It includes the linguistic 
skills necessary to use substantive 
knowledge effectively, such as adjective 
agreement related to physical 
description. It includes vocabulary, 
grammar and phonics. 

 
Performance Data 

Teachers monitor attainment to ensure 
pupils are working within the expectations 
for their year group.  



 

Holy Family Modern Foreign Languages Rationale 

 
Sequencing 

In our Modern Foreign Languages 
curriculum, the logical sequencing of new 
knowledge, the spaced revisiting 
schedule, the explicit presentation and 
practice of phonics, together with the rich 
cultural input, frequent opportunities for 
spoken interaction and written 
production and familiar narrative thread 
add up to a curriculum that not only 
stimulates pupils’ curiosity, but really 
enables pupils to begin to express their 
ideas and thoughts in the new language 
and to understand its speakers, both in 
speech and writing. 
 
 

 
Promoting Discussion 

and Understanding 

Pupils are encouraged to think deeply 
about the cultural context of the language 
that they are learning, stimulating a 
curiosity and a desire to communicate in 
the chosen language.  

 
Pupils’ Work 

Each term, pupils have workbooks linked 
to the Spanish topic that they are 
studying.  The workbooks are sequential 
and contain a range of activities to 
support pupils’ learning in each lesson.  
Pupils receive feedback linked to their 
learning to help them improve and 
identify next steps. 

 
Addressing Social 

Disadvantage 

All children, particularly the most 
disadvantaged and those with special 
educational needs/disabilities gain the 
knowledge and skills they need to 
succeed in life.  Quality first teaching 
ensures children make excellent progress 
in learning. 

 
Knowing More and 

Remembering More 

Pupils build up their substantive 
knowledge, building a richer vocabulary 
and an increased confidence in their 
communication skills as a speaker of an 
additional language.  
 

 
Talking to Pupils 

Pupils are challenged in their Modern 
Foreign Languages lessons and are proud 
of their achievements.  They can Identify 
their new knowledge and how to this has 
built onto previous learning. 

 
Local Context 

Through studying Modern Foreign 
Languages, pupils make sense of the 
world and learn how events in the wider 
world can impact them directly and 
indirectly. They can understand, describe, 
and appreciate the world and the people 
living within it, communicating with 
confidence with those who speak a 
different language. 

 
Teacher Assessment 

Teacher assessment is ongoing 
throughout each lesson to deepen pupil's 
understanding and address any 
misconceptions. 
 
All children will be assessed throughout 
the units using the ‘I can’ statements from 
the Scheme of Work, which are directly 
linked to the KS2 Programme of Study. 

Links/References 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploa
ds/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239042/PRIMA
RY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf  
 
https://www.rachelhawkes.com/Resources/KS2_ReadMe.php 

 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239042/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239042/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239042/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf
https://www.rachelhawkes.com/Resources/KS2_ReadMe.php

